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Lane Community College’s Renewable Energy Technician Program continues to grow 

Lane Community College (LCC),
located in Eugene, Oregon, is an epicen-
ter of energy efficiency and renewable

energy technician training in the U.S. and has
been so for nearly 30 years.  During that time, its
Energy Management Program has expanded from
a focus on residential energy efficiency to tackling
the gargantuan need for commercial energy con-
servation solutions. 

Graduates of the Energy Management Program learn
to evaluate the energy use of residential and commer-
cial buildings and subsequently recommend solutions
for reducing energy consumption via efficiency and
alternative sources.  The graduates of the Renewable
Energy Technician Option are trained to recommend
specific energy conservation systems and to install
photovoltaic and solar domestic hot water systems. 

The program’s director, Roger Ebbage, says that
LCC provides our nation’s only two year Associate
of Applied Science (AAS) degree in commercial

energy efficiency and is one of only several colleges
to provide an AAS for Renewable Energy
Technicians.  Students relocate to Eugene from all
over the country and from “all walks of life” to
attend this program because of its breadth and
depth, the practical knowledge and skills they will
gain, and because the field is growing quickly. 

Ebbage is keenly aware of the potential to expand
the program to incorporate a small-scale wind
power component and expects to add one soon. 

According to Ebbage, community colleges are
uniquely positioned to respond to openings in the
job market and are experienced as teaching skilled
trades.   The field of renewable energy manage-
ment has plenty of room to grow, says Ebbage,
because there are so many buildings that can use
efficiency and renewable energy upgrades.  Making
these improvements in commercial buildings,
added Ebbage, can help lead us to energy indepen-
dence and create a wealth of jobs along the way. 
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Ecomotion provides better car options in Portland

Portland’s Ecomotion is a new green car
emporium that offers an alternative for
consumers who want to move away from

oil consumption and reduce their personal carbon
footprint.  

Ecomotion is expanding the suite of viable, smart
energy transportation alternatives available to the
public while also demonstrating the ability of these
options to meet the diverse needs of individuals,
businesses and governments. This commitment is
evident in its available assortment of new and pre-
owned 100% electric cars, trucks and scooters,

EPA Smart Way Certified hybrid vehicles, and
vehicles equipped to run on biodiesel.

In addition to selling low-impact products,
Ecomotion is committed to supporting the local sus-
tainability movement.  The Ecomotion facility houses
Hip Drip Cafe, an eco-friendly cafe that uses
biodegradable and compostable “to go” cups and
take-out containers, local food and sustainably grown
coffee.  Each month the Hip Drip Cafe hosts a sus-
tainability fair that brings together green businesses,
non-profit organizations and community members.

Contact: Nat Parker, Sierra Club Regional Representative, Portland, OR 

Email: nat.parker@sierraclub.org  

Phone: (503) 243-6656 

Health, environmental impacts from Boardman power plant to continue for decades 

For more than 25 years, Oregon’s largest
utility company, Portland General
Electric (PGE) has operated a 585

Megawatt coal-fired power plant in Boardman,
Oregon.  Constructed without modern emissions
controls, the plant is the largest stationary source of
air and global warming pollution in Oregon —
emitting carbon dioxide, mercury, soot and smog
pollution at levels well above those considered safe
under the Clean Air Act. 

Oregonians and the environment are paying a signif-
icant price for burning coal at the PGE power plant
in Boardman, Oregon.  Coal plant pollution causes
30,000 premature deaths annually.  According to a
recent study, coal plant pollution in Oregon is
responsible for seven deaths, 11 heart attacks, one
lung cancer death, 163 asthma attacks, four hospital
admissions, five cases of chronic bronchitis, and two
emergency room asthma visits per year.  Boardman is
the only coal-fired power plant in the state. 

PGE’s Boardman plant also pollutes more than 10
protected parks and wilderness areas, including the
Columbia River Gorge, Mount Hood, Mount
Rainier, and Hells Canyon.  As the largest station-
ary source of sulfur and nitrogen oxides in Oregon,

its emissions contribute to the formation of acid
rain and fog in the Columbia River Gorge that is
10 to 30 times more acidic than normal rainfall.
This pollution contributes to visibility impairment
95% of the year and clouds the spectacular vistas
that make the Gorge famous — and it could also
impact the tourism to the area. 

An environmental coalition has been working with
PGE to find ways to clean up the Boardman plant
and transition the company’s operations to clean
renewable power and energy efficiency.
Unfortunately, PGE has been unwilling to make
the investments necessary to modernize the
Boardman facility with the best available pollution
controls to protect our health and environment.
Instead, the company has dug its heels into the
ground and plans to continue burning coal at
Boardman until the year 2040. 

Coal is the dirtiest fuel we can use to generate elec-
tricity.  Oregon deserves a better plan to meet its
energy needs than burning coal.  PGE’s plan to con-
tinue to use old technology and to burn coal until
the year 2040 takes the state in the wrong direction,
when choosing to invest in renewable energy would
create jobs and have few health impacts.  




