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homas Brex is on top of the world
now that hin's o the foed af a s
slve consiraciion project af Goolpas-
fuare laland Boad.
He sought a purposefis]l corveer in
renewnble cnergy.

He enrollid in the two-year energy pro
gragm @ Lane Comuanity Caollege and
by — befome Be could finish his second
term he was snapped ap by Advaiseed
Energy Systems, n commercial salar
ONETEY company thal installs massive
Pt valtakd arrays.

“1 was beyond lucky. | was incredibdy
locky,” Brex, X3, sabd this wook whils high
atop Hendnll Toyoia's upeoming dealerahip
and ahowroam ballding “ve been really
happy with mlﬂlhbﬂyud a loi of ki
has to do with this

Hrex 5 o eneficiory of the EFear green
job machine that's creatidd a1 Jeast 50 now
pogitions in Lane County over the past five

VAT,

They're the sort of green johs —
skilbod, but withaowt & [our-year degree
pigualpemmeenl — that thé Demoomiic pres-
ilential candidates (amd or their spowses)
are jawhboning abowt in trips through
Ciregon.

GREEN JOBS

Check anling for apeclalized listings:

- mmm
* werasusialnablaindustries. comdjobs
* ware susiainablpbuiing is. comyindes.
sfmvgadgreendresmijobs. main

= Hillary Clintop plidges $500 mil-
I5of pach year ki imvestments (o spur high
wae “ree collar” jobs. Sen. Pareck
DObauma say= he'll po S150 bdlllon io a
decade for 5 million now green energy
aoctop jol

i Lane Coudy businesses spurresd
by state ared local incentives — hove god
ihe ball rolling.

“Politicians are lagging & Lede Eshind,
i amyrhing.” Brex sabd. “We're not wait:
g for pditickans to pet their act together
We're making it kappen now.™

Fusled by fucl pricis

Solar aml wind installations are pro-
liferating in Oregon oow bocause of the
instability in irnditlonal encegy nwae-
ket smid Cylvin Hayes, execulive direcior
of IESIFategied, a B nonprodfil agency
that ™ spearhesding Gov, Ted Kulongoski™s
Sustainable Oregon Workforce Inkiative,

Kl auwl s prices broke all-time
roecorils thils wilnler. The prbee of coel el
mnb ] gos doinlded] By peceisl moimhe,
Hnyos smiil

While snergy prices suck the life ool of
thee econoany, businesses thal can sinhilizo
their costs with solar valinks sy3Leiss ap
CNETRY CORSEFyRllon nseasipes o)l perorm
Thier eamgs it

Suddenly, the demand for workers wiih
retrwablie sneryy or cneTEy elficlency
sicills is burgesning here i Lase Cosaply:

# Eupene-based Advaimed Energy Sye-
eEs grew o I3 employecs, up from one
husbad-aml-wife team in 202 The rm
has 10 commercial solar power insialls-
Tbnes golng, spokesnekn Eden Corbin said,

“Werw acding doubde the work on an
anfaal basis for fwo or theee years new,”
e s,

# The Kugene-hasid SOLARC Architec
ture mnd Engineering balleoned from eight
offiployees finde yoedars ape (o 25 today.

“Char goad would b io have @ frm of
bt A0 people in, lke, three vears,” waid
Cenlen (Hapnnet, prieciple architec) with the
BEden clesagn Crm,

The niw hires are Mling twoe new
types of jobs: an energy analyvel who uses
sophisticated computor mwsdels (o disign

Memse twrn to GREEM; Page F5

Toe Brmisren-Guann BUSINESS Sunpav, Arne i, 8008

Green: Young students flock to energy classes

Comtinued from PMage FI

green buildings, and an export
whein cosnrdinaies Lt
om0 maximize onergy ke,
syich as making sure the lights
dimn angd the fans drop o
lower spesds whon they aren't
gl

* Cobuirg D] Chscnde
Sierra Solutions has graws
o o dozen employees in Lamo
County. up rom just one
worksr 1% Vears ngo.

“Wa're all buay, [0, rying
g -.-llh evorything.”
L-EJJ 511-! s,

Thi rmn;pnlm- thires-siate
bubtintive retroliis tractor:
teaiber rigs to peduce Tuel uses
el eomply with ekghtenkng
choan adr regquilremesnis,

Ririwivweird peiviw able inlerest

The apike n demonsd For
akilled enorgy workors has
brought Roper Ebbage, codor-
dimnior af Lanes Commoanbty
College’s SNOTEY TR ECmasTt
programs for 18 yeors, hiks
T llaal Yane i,

Tha onree-bBaleagiiered pro-
gram thai wae cut in 1897
from the school s general fand
18 producing gredunbes now
wio Emea in Ekgh demancd.

“Inm o exchiilng, vibeamne
preen-collar job area,” Ebbagse
mnkd, "We hoven't seen this
before. It's mainstroam. s
Trorl s news.”

The lew York Times bast
wenh citod Ebbage's progranmm
n& o ol the promising groon-
collar educationsl bnktiatives
mavtionally,

Ebbage i=s having a hoard
time keoping his 5 siudenis
in i clissroomm Decniss —
Mk Beox — they'me hibed
Boefore they Tindsh thelr st
arm

'
His siudents wers once

now Ehis
studonis in their S0,

soxy,” Ebhge snid.

mostly mbddle-nge millworkhers — (LTS
retraining aftor o layofl, bk il it
et o g ﬂhll:::t ecoilar .
Qe . Hulongoakl b among the
“Renewnbles are wery job area. We haven't politiclans promising a green
saan this before." fature,
Hix studeonts saan Bad — Oregon spends 10 billion
themselves cornbiog $80,0080 e LR EBRALLE. & YoRr o ereeirEy, Hnves snlcd
maid, wﬂﬁmnmmn Al B peceenl of kol leaves
=I'm 80 and [ can fecl ke LML S v T PR tha mimta,

F45.000 pmranlly,

I'mn rendy 1o retiee, but boy
vear're going o have to deng
e omt of this chair® e sl
=This i what 've been walt-
ing for.”

Filling the gap

A just-completed “gap amal-
youis" oomparing the work
force needs of Oregon’s olean
oRorEY companbes with the
ALaleE cjkckly b peodics
thom found “an ecomomle
opportunity of massive proe-
poriions"” sccording fo & dradi.

The stndy, due out in Two
webika, 16 eallad <A Annly-
sla of Clean Energy Wark-
force Meeds and Prograoms in
Cregon.”

Oregon 18 thked b ahe
natlon Tor growih b skl

r installations — eosely
along the blustery north
Border of the siate,

Compankes looated thaere
weil]l pweed] Sl sl norbkoe
techpbclang during 1ha naes
thires yoars amal will have bo
it thom froom onf of stabe,
mccording to the siudy,

But Columbbn Gorge o
miiny College kKboked bnboe
wear and ereniod h ORE-YELT
riFbing teeh certificas pro-
wram — though 1% only pro-
dhscing M fechniclans a year,

The meed for energy o
chency annlysis — such &s
thoss fFom Ebbage’s progErnim
— s 8 predicesd o Sonr

Fugene b way aload bn

Ehis aron. Today, BEageme

Water & Elrctric Honred
ompleys 18 such exports who
hove conductesd eneryy audits
nel made significant changee
to bukldbings throwghaot the
chry, sabl BdmiTvow Morthwny,
e pAvareeeas EWERS ensrgy
mmnnapement clepart e,

But expoct a magor 'p-ll.uh 131
cifbis 1o the morth. Washin
taP Vislers passed] oo mh:lll:lw
(107 that regulres the state’s
wlectrical uiilities to puarsws
“mll bow:cost ENErEY OO -
i meRdures” they can with
therkr customers arsl witiim
thankr commuinitbes,

Slawor passnge, wtilitbes in
Washington have started o
hibre owny each Giher's Smergy
arlThelerecy Fiahns Pirs, cremilng
o spiradling pay scale, Mot
way snkd, Ebbage s stiadonts
will ba sven more pttrsctive,

In the end,. educatlon oy
b 1l Bottlemneck thint Hmlis
this grodvwth, anid Joahaen SHov,

rinciple with the Euwgpenn-
Eﬂﬂ'ﬂ consuliing Mrm Goed
Comipany {which = also grow-
T4

=T wee decided o o wlhesle
hog right pow (with ol exkst-
G Eecdurelogibes), Tha Taue e
womild nod b mocase ] Uha Baire-
rior would pet be the manma-
fecturing cguipment capacity,™
ha s@lil. "“The arricr wonalad
motamlly be homnn capds
tal. The bBarvier soulll be the
K ledge b deploy e

Reqwrvwables keop the cash
mi Teoamee, she smic

“In many wuam. it's ™ol juisd
e smlvition of our enwviron:
ment but af our econary,”

macl,

Th miate pabd Hayes™ orgs-
nkzntbon S40, 0000 to cxnmine dhe
Chpin CRNETEY Secbor's needs for

Y
xt, sha'll pot oy saddi-
thonml $75.000 o help oraft
bills for the 3008 legislo:
LG EEART Le SpUP growth of
grean eolbar jalxs b il atalEs
nie of groon oco-
nomic growih fyploslly fevor
nsing povernment regulntions
mind BRceTEllves 1o Foree manrket
dovelagment,

Lavet T, for instamsos,
Oregon jolmed 27 other sintos
thent pesquilbre aiilitkes io peo.
viile I3 porcant of Uhalr rotall
aales af electrdcily Fromm clonn,
remowable sowrces of anergy
e 3R,

A nstlonnl group called the
Blups-Green Allinmee Ngures
that i 6 slrmblar regoireeeent
wore aclopted natonally — 240
porcent of electricily coming
from renewabhios by 30600 —
ns many ms BHLODD new johs
wollll CrITerpe.

Baoimer woillill b gosnd jivbs,
Sk sl

“They'll be paid vory, very
woar] 'blr-:-mq-r they mFl“ 25
help resalve lssues
ine goprcity, Thers's a strang
value propositbon Tor thait sor
aof snaployinent."”




